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Information on the aptitude test at the Bern University of the Arts

Bachelor Classical Music

Practical examination

The exam time will be sent to you about two weeks before the exams start.

The order of the candidates will be fixed at the beginning of each test period. Please present
yourself at the information desk in front of the exam room. Practice rooms for warm up are
available.

1. Please prepare 3 works (whole works or movements) from 3 different epochs of your
choice. Duration max. 15 minutes. The jury reserves the right to make a selection or
to interrupt.

Please send your examination program by 20 March 2026 to:
entryexams.mk.hkb@bfh.ch

2. Forinstrumentalists: sight-reading.
For singers: Memorised recital of a text (poetry or prose) in German or French.

3. Sight-singing of a short piece (oral part of the theory exam).
4. Discussion about your professional goals and ideas.

5. Additionally

e For singers and instrumentalists (except piano, harpsichord, accordion, organ and
guitar): Basic pianistic skills are tested on the basis of a short piece. The piece can
be chosen and prepared by the candidate. At least 1 year of piano lessons is
required.

o Composers are tested in aural analysis, must present a piece by someone else and
present a homework assignment as well as their documentation (no performance of
three works, no sight-reading).

The practical examination lasts approx. 20 minutes, composition 40 minutes.

Piano accompaniment

Please remember that you are responsible for your own piano accompaniment at the exam.
However, our accompanists are available to you free of charge for the exam if you let us
know in advance.

There is no entitlement to a rehearsal. If possible, the accompanists will be available for a
short rehearsal on the day of the exam.

Please let us know by 20 March 2026 if you require a piano accompanist.

We cannot guarantee piano accompaniment for later registrations.

Theory exam

You can take the compulsory written theory exam on the following days:

15.04./17.04./ 21.04. or 23.04.2026 at 12:15-13:45 at Ostermundigenstrasse 103,

Room 140 on the 1st floor. You do not need to enroll, simply go to a date that suits you. The
theory exam lasts 90 minutes and is a written exam only.



Language skills / language test
An understanding of German (or French if necessary) is a prerequisite for studying at HKB
(see information sheet on language skills).

All bachelor candidates who are not native German or French speakers must take a German
test during the aptitude test period, unless they have a German certificate B2 according to the
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages and submit it with their
application.

Examination fees
The examination fees must be paid before the aptitude test, otherwise you will not be
admitted to the examination. The fees can also be paid in cash on site.
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